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MlCROGRAPHl a. 

One of thefe Plants, whofe branch Teem’d to be older and 
more grown then the other, onely the tender Sprouts of it, after 
the leaves are (hut, fall and hang down ; of the other, the whole 
branches fall to the ground, if the Sun (hine very warm, upon the 
firft taking off the Glafs, which I therefore call th t humble Plant . 

The other two, which do never fall, nor do any of their 
branches fiagg and hang down, (hut not their leaves, but upon 
fomewhat a hard ftroke ; the ftalks feem to grow up from a root 
and appear more herbaceous , they are round and fmooth, without 
any prickle, the Sprouts from them have feveral pairs of fpria S , 
with much lefs leaves then the other on them, and have on 
each fprig generally feventeen pair. 

Upon touching any of the lprigs with leaves on, all the leaves 
on that fprig contracting themfelves by pairs, joyned their up- 
per fuperficies elofe together. 

Upon the dropping a drop of Aquafortis on the fprig be- 
twixt the leaves, f f all the leaves above fhut prefently, thofe 
below by pairs fucceffively after, and by the lower leaves of the 
other branches, //, £A, &c. and fo every pair fucceffively, 
with Tome little diftance of time betwixt, to the top of each fprig, 
and fo they continu’d fhut all the time we were there. But I re- 
turning the next day, and feveral days fince, found all the leaves 
dilated again on two of the fprigs ; but from ff where the Aqua 
fortis had dropped upwards, dead and withered ; but thofe be- 
low on the fame fprig, green, and doling upon the touch, and 
are fo at this day, Auguft 14. 

With a pair of Scifl'ers, as fuddenly as it could be done, one 
of the leaves b b was clipped off in the middle, upon which that 
pair, and the pair above, clofed prefently, after a little interval, 
d d, then e e, and fo the reft of the pairs, to the bottom of the 
fprig, and then the motion began in the lower pairs, l /, on the 
other fprigs, and fo fhut them by pairs upwards, though not 
with fuch diftinft diftances. 


Under 


[CROGRAPHIA. 

Under a pretty large branch with its fprigs on, theie lying 
a large Shell betwixt two and three Inches below it, there was 
rubbed on a ftrong Tented oyl, after a little time all the leaves on 
that fprig were fhut, and fo they continued all the time ol our 
flay there, but at my returne the next day, 1 found the polition 
of the Shell alter’d, and the leaves expanded as before, and 
doling upon the touch. 

Upon the application of die Sun- beams by a Burning-glafs, 
the more humble Plant fell, the other fhut their leaves. 

We could not fo apply the fmoak of Sulpher , as to have any 
vifible efteCt from that, at two or three times trial ; but on ano- 
ther trial, the fmoak touching the leaves, it lucceeded. 

The humble Plant fell upon taking off the Glafs wherewith it 
was covered. 

Cutting oft one of the little Sprouts, two or three drops of li- 
quor were thruft out of the part from whence that was cut,very 
cleer, and pellucid, of a bright greenifh colour, rafting at firft a 
little bitterifh,but after leaving a licorifh-liketafte in my mouth. 

Since, going two or three times when it was cold, I took the 
Glaffes from the more humble Planted it did not fall as former- 
ly, but fhut its leaves onely. But coming afterwards, when the 
Sun fhone very warm, as foon as it was taken oft’ it fell as 
before. 

Since I pluck’d off another fprig, whofe leaves were all fhut, 
and had been fo fame time, thinking to obferve the liquor 
fhould come from that I had broken off, but finding none, 
though with preffing,to come, I, as dexteroufly as I could, pull'd 
oft one whofe leaves were expanded, and dren had upon the (hut- 
ting of the leaves, a little of the mention’d liquor, from the end 
of the fprig I had broken from the Plant. And this twice fuc- 
ceflively, as often almoft as I durft rob the Plant. 

But my curiofity carrying me yet further, I cut off one of 
the harder branches of the ftronger Plant, and there came of the 

liquor. 





